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World famous pets
to perform at
the Palm

t's estimated that 5 mil-
lion companion animals
enter into animal shelters
across the country each
year. Many people make
a commitment to these pets by
adopting a shelter animal, giv-
ing it a chance at a happy, ball-
chasing, napping-in-the-sun kind
of life. World-famous performer
Gregory Popovich goes one step
further with his award-winning
Popovich Comedy Pet Theater.
Popovich has been working
with rescued cats and dogs —
the performers in his shows —
since the mid 1990s.- Whether
it’s juggling, jumping, acrobatics
or performing in pet-centered
skits like Pet Fire Marshals, Dog
Football, Dr. Doolittle and Funny
Geese, the pets in his show of-
fer a unique and funny night of
entertainment for people of all
ages.
The Popovich Comedy Pet
Theatre is returning to Telluride
for a pair of performances this
weekend., The shows are Satur-
day and Sunday at 7 p.m. nightly
at the Michael D. Palm Theatre.
Popovich and his extraor-
dinary pet partners have been
featured on the “Tonight Show,”
“Late Show with David Letter-
man,” “America’s Got Talent”
and Discovery Channel's “Ani-
mal Planet.”
For Popovich, the show is ani-
mated by a deep love of cats and
dogs and a very serious, life-long
commitment to helping rescued
pets.
Popovich grew up as the child

of Russian circus performers. In
addition to their juggling and
performing skills, his parents
also were dog trainers. From a
very young age, Popovich formed

a special bond with animals, es-
pecially his mother’s show dogs.

At the age of 17, with superb jug-
gling skills in place, Popovich
traveled the world with the Mos-
cow Circus and later the Ring-
ling Brothers Barnum & Bailey
Circus. After several years he
seftled in Las Vegas where he
became the featured performer

at the Circus Circus Hotel and
Casino. During his show there,
he fatefully incorporated the
family kitten, Snowbird, in his
See THEATER, Page 46
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act. The audiences' response to
the kitten act was consistently
so great that Popovich began to
think about building an entire
routine based on performing
cats. A friend encouraged Pop-
ovich to visit an animal shelter to
look for cats that could become
the additional performing pets.
Upon his first visit to an animal
shelter, Gregory was dismayed
and stunned to see so many ani-

mals without a home or a loving
family, animals that had so much
potential, but had been discard-
ed. He began to adopt and train
cats from the shelter, and, when
they were ready, introduce them
as a part of his show.

“] have actually nicknamed my
show ‘A Second Chance’ because
that is what my Kkitty cats and
dogs have been given, a second
chance at life,” says Popovich.
“One of the main messages of
my show is to bring attention for
animal shelters, and the many
homeless pets and rescue efforts

out there.”

A promotional image for the Popovich
Comedy Pet Theater. [Courtesy image]

Popovich’s goal is to educate
people to the concept that every
animal is unique and that people
have great responsibility to their
pets. Both professionally and
personally, Popovich strongly
supports and promotes-adopting
an animal from the shelter and
increasing participation in the
practice to spay/neuter cats and
dogs. Through his show and per-

sonal endeavors, Popovich hopes
to enlighten people and increase
awareness of the important role
that humans play — the huge
difference that one caring person
can make to the animal world.
With this in mind, the Palm is
happy to announce The Wags and
Menace Foundation as the pre-
senting sponsor of the Popovich
show, in partnership with Ridg-
way’s Second Chance Humane
Society. Cindy Lee, and her dog,
Baxter (CEO) started The Wags
and Menace foundation in order
to “provide medical treatment
for sick animals in Colorado, to
fund organizations and activities
that benefit animals, and to in-
spire, teach and motivate other
individuals and organizations to
achieve similar objectives.” Lee
will be presenting a check to
Second Chance at the beginning
of the Popovich performances.
For more information on ei-
ther organization please visit

www.wagsandmenace.org  Or-
www.secondchancehumanesoci-
ety.org.

Advance tickets are $36 for
adults, $28 for students/children
and can be purchased at www.
telluridepalm.com. Tickets on
the day of show will increase by

$5.




